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[To accompany 8. 1527] 


The Committee on the Judic lary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1527) for the relief of Sisters Dolores Illa Martori, Maria Josefa 
Dalmau Vallve, and Ramona Cabarrocas Canals, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Sisters Dolores Ila Martori, Maria Josefa 
Dalmau Vallve, and Ramona Cabarrocas Canals. Provision is made 
for appropriate quota deductions and for the payment of the required 
visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are natives and citizens of Italy and are 
Roman Catholic nuns attached to the Order of Daughters of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. They last entered the United States in 
1950 as visitors. Sister Dolores is presently teaching in the Im- 
maculate Heart Academy and in the Immaculate Heart Convent in 
Tucson, Ariz. Sister Josefa is an organist and choir director and also 
teaches religion and music in Santa Rita, N. Mex. Sister Ramona 
has done missionary work at St. Helen’s Catholic Church in Sonora, 
Ariz., and is presently in Tucson. 
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SISTER DOLORES ILLA MARTORI AND OTHERS 


A letter dated January 21, 1952, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

JANUARY 21, 1952. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1527) for the relief of three individual 
aliens. 

The bill would provide that Sisters Dolores Illa Martori, Maria Josefa Dalmau 
Vallve, and Ramona Cabarrocas Canals shall be considered to have been lawfully 
admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date of its enact- 
ment upon payment of the required visa fees and head taxes. It would also direct 
the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct three numbers 
from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens, natives and citizens of Spain who are Roman Catholic 
nuns of the Order of Daughters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in Spain, came 
to the United States on the instructions of their superior officer in this order. 
They arrived in the United States at the port of New Orleans, Sister Martori on 
March 16, 1950, and Sisters Vallve and Canals on December 5, 1950. They were 
admitted into the United States under the provisions of section 3 (2) of the Im- 
migration Act of 1924 on their representations that they desired to enter as 
visitors for pleasure for temporary periods, the longest of which was for 6 months. 
It now appears, however, that the order to which they belong desires that they 
obtain permanent residence in order to carry out the duties of that order in this 
country. 

The record discloses the following information relative to each of the aliens: 

Sister Dolores Illa Martori who was born on May 10, 1883, was admitted to 
the United States as a temporary visitor for a period of 2 months and has been 
granted extensions of stay, the last of which expired March 25, 1951. She has 
visited in the United States on numerous occasions since 1910, and since her last 
arrival has engaged in teaching arts and crafts in the Immaculate Heart Academy 
and in the Immaculate Heart Convent in Tucson, Ariz. She is fully supported 
by the order, having been sent here by the mother general of the order in Spain 
to carry out this assignment. 

Sister Josefa Dalmau Vallve, who was born on November 30, 1926, in Spain 
has resided in France most of her life. On returning to Spain about 4 years ago, 
she entered the convent. She came to the United States upon the orders of the 
mother general being destined to Santa Rita, N. Mex. Since arriving in Santa 
Rita, she has served as organist and choir director and also teaches religion and 
music. A salary is paid to her by the parish church and the Sisters of the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary in Tucson pay the remainder of her expenses. It appears 
that she was sent to the United States in response to a request by the pastor of 
the Santa Rita Church. 

Sister Ramona Cabarrocas Canals, who was born on February 4, 1916, was also 
sent to the United States by the mother general of the order in Spain for the 
purpose of studying English and doing missionary work. After arriving in 
Tucson, Ariz., she was assigned to the St. Helen’s Catholic Church in Sonora, 
Ariz., to perform missionary work. She returned to Tucson on June 4, 1951, 
where she is presently studying English. 

The quota of Spain to which the aliens are chargeable is oversubscribed and 
quota immigration visas are not readily obtainable. Nuns, as such, are not ac- 
corded special consideration under the immigration laws and are required to 
comply with the quota provisions of these laws in obtaining entry into the United 
States for permanent residence. In this respect their status differs from that of 
priests, rabbis, or ministers of any religious denomination in that qualified persons 
falling into these categories may be admitted as non-quota immigrants under 
section 4 (d) of the Immigration Act of 1924. Therefore, in the absence of special 
legislation, the aliens cannot be allowed to remain in the United States indefinitely. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 


A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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Senator Carl Hayden, the author of the bill, has submitted the 

following information in connection with the case: 
Unitep States SENATE, 
June 28, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator McCarran: Referring to your letter of June 14, which I 
attach for your ready identification, may I supply the following in answer to the 
questions relating to the persons for whom relief is intended by my bill, S. 1527: 


Question No. 1. 
Each of the individuals entered the United States in response to calls from the 


United States province from Daughters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, to 
assist in their work in the southwest section of the United States. 


Question No. 2. 

Sister Dolores Ila Martori is now engaged in teaching crafts to the girls in 
training for sisters. She is also responsible for all the sisters at Immaculate 
Heart Novitiate, Sabino Canyon Road, Tucson, Ariz. 

Sister Ramona Cabarrocas Canals has been working in our mission at Sonora, 
Ariz. She has been studying English in summer classes at Immaculate Heart 
Academy. If she is allowed to remain in the United States, she will return to 
Sonora in September to resume her missionary work. 

Sister Maria Josefa Dalmau Vallve is doing religious and social work in this 
congregation’s mission at Santa Rita, N. Mex. 

Question No. 8. 

All three sisters are being taken care of by the institute of Sisters of the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary, a corporation under the laws of Arizona. 
Question No. 4. 

These sisters are not engaged in any activities, political or otherwise, that are 
injurious to the American public interest. 
Question No. 4. 

None of these sisters has been convicted of any offense under any Federal or 
State law. 

Hoping this information will enable the committee to take favorable action on 
my bill, I am, 

Yours very sincerely, 

CarRL HAYDEN. 
ia d 5 : : ' 
lhe committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 

of the opinion that the bill (S. 1527) should be enacted. 
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